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Cabrillo	  PTO	  Meeting	  January	  5th,	  2017,	  6:00	  PM	  .	  Staff	  Room	  

	  

Meeting Norms . Everyone’s point of view counts and is well-intentioned.  Please allow everyone to express their point of 
view without interruption. Let us speak to one another with intelligence and respect . Please try to keep reports to 3 to 5 minutes. 
	   	   	  

 
AGENDA ITEM        PRESENTER   
 
Call to Order 6.00pm       Co-Presidents 
 
Introduction of Attendees       All in attendance 
Shelli Murphy 
Shauna Koperski 
Ashley Larsen 
Tom Stafford 
Rebecca Silva 
Ryan Beckler 
Sharon Pelleriti 
Renee Caughman 
Ila Dwyer 
Alli Siconolfi 
Liz Shurko 
Po-Lin So 
Kiyomi Arai 
Lori Trayler  
Nienke Levin-Mertz 
Jesse Levin 
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes Approved    
 
 
Teachers’ Report        Report 
The 8th graders’ Yosemite trip is in preparation. This trip will be on17-20th January, rain-or-shine.  
 
There is a new rotation in the upper grade elective classes. There is currently an issue with regards to 
class cancellations by the paid instructors. Cancellations are happening every week (even with the 
written contract). When cancellation of an elective occurs, the number of students in other classes 
increases and also, some students are doing electives that were not their first choice. There are 
currently not enough electives. It would be beneficial to have two more electives, such as for sport or 
photography, for example. PTO could ask the parent population to take on these paid positions to 
provide a particular elective.  
 
Current electives are Leadership, French, Art, Cooking-Beach hiking, Dance, Poetry and Digital media. 
Elective instructors are paid $35/hour and for 2 hours, 50 minutes (of which 1 hour, 10 minutes is the 
actual time provided as student time). Possible people to ask include Peter Bartlett (who works at USF 
as a sports instructor, and Shauna’s neighbor, who teaches martial arts.  
 
Action è Brad and Ashley will draw up a flyer to advertise for potential instructors for electives. Also, the 
rooms for various classes might have to be shifted to different classrooms to make space for certain 
electives. 
 
 
Principal’s Report:         Tom Stafford 
 
Principals Report for January 5, 2017 
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December was filled with winter programs by the Kindergarten through Second graders, Heritage 
Celebrations with the 3rd Grade, 4th and 5th grade performances to support Pacifica Education 
Foundation in gratitude for their support of music in our 4th and 5th grades, and the 6th – 8th grade band 
concerts.   
 
The 8th grade play was very funny, and well-received on a rainy Thursday night.  Their two performances 
the following day for the school was also met with great applause. 
 
In keeping with our vision of community and parent education in the areas of on-line and social media 
for kids, I agreed that we would team up with Ocean Shore School and Vallemar School to show the 
movie, “Screenagers.”  This movie is an informative documentary about how children are utilizing our 
ever changing world of the internet, gaming, social media, and entertainment.  We are looking at a date 
in March for the screening.  With all three of our PTO’s joining in this effort, the cost is a low $167.00, 
and admission is free.  The date is currently tentative, and I am awaiting confirmation from Ocean Shore 
and Vallemar.  This film is in keeping with our presentation of a couple of years ago when we had a 
parent education in this same vein.   
 
We are hoping to have a question and answer period from a representative of Common Sense Media on 
hand that evening to answer questions from our audience.  Common Sense Media is an online resource 
for parents and kids to learn more about being on line responsibly. 
 
The upcoming month will include 5th grade’s Famous Americans Breakfast,  and the 8th Grade’s 
Yosemite Trip.   
 
You are all welcome to come check out the jazz bands at the annual January Jazz events on January 
21st at the Moose Lodge.  If you want to come to the daytime performance, you will hear our own 
Vallemar/Cabrillo Jazz Band Together, the Ocean Shore/IBL Jazz Band, and their special guests, the 
Terra Nova High School Jazz Ensemble at 4:00 PM.  The evening, adults only performance will begin at 
7:00 PM with delicious Cajun Food, and three professional Jazz groups, Reuben Salcido’s Jazz Band, 
Mo Jazz with our own Norm Dutton, former parent at Cabrillo, and Blue on Jazz.  Check out the flyers in 
the hallway for more information, or in the Wednesday Envelope.  I will be hosting the evening’s events. 
 
 
Action/Discussion Item  

1.  Small Marque price update     Shauna Koperski (Action)  
No information currently. Pending. 
 
2.  Volunteer Form       Ashley Larsen(Report) 
Ashley made an electronic version of the volunteer form, which she shared. It looks good. 

 
 

3. V.P Volunteer Coordinator job description – Upper and  Tom Stafford (Action) 
     Lower recommended   
 
Shauna and Mr Stafford looked through the By-Laws to check that a V.P. position can be added 
to the PTO. A V.P. position carries a single vote in the PTO. The V.P. Volunteer Coordinator job 
might be more suitable as a co-V.P. position (Ortega has a co-V.P. position), which has to be 
open for nominations. Ideally, there should be a co-V.P. for the upper grades, and one for the 
lower grades. This position should be filled by June 2017, since the incumbent would need to 
work with the liaisons over the Summer to get the initial list of volunteers from liaisons, and to 
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send out information at beginning of school year. The V.P. Volunteer Coordinator would also be 
expected to also identify with issues with the lack of volunteering.  

 
These positions need a job description and schedule advertised. 

 
èMotion approved. 

 
 

4.  V.P. Visual and Performing Arts – position open   Jesse Levin (Report) 
Jesse Levin will be stepping down from this position that that he can take his new position as 
part of the PSD school board. Therefore, his V.P. position is needs to be filled. The PTO will 
advertise this position and ask people who are already involved in the school’s programs. The 
first volunteer will be taken on as the interim V.P.  
 
è Shauna will reach out to specific people about this. 

 
 
5.  Safeway Grant       Ashely Larsen (Report) 
 
We got approved for $4000 (half the amount requested). This grant with pay for a new kiln and 
the lightboard-theatre lights ($400), if the spirit wear fundraiser does not have enough money to 
cover the kiln. This needs to be confirmed. PTO should also put out fundraising information for 
the spirit wear to raise more money. 
 

Officers’ Reports 
1. Co-Presidents  

Shelli went to the Pacifica Education Foundation (PEF) meeting. The Pacifica School District 
(PSD) superintendent and PTO members from Ocean Shore and Ortega schools were also 
present. PEF wants to do one large district-wide fundraiser.  This is usually a huge night event 
with auction items.  Shelli indicated that this is what is done for San Carlos’ schools. Each school 
gets an equal share of the funds raised.  
 
Action è Shelli will invite someone to field questions at our next meeting.  
 
One advantage of having a district-wide fundraiser is that teachers do not have to ask families to 
buy supplies for every school year, for example. For San Carlos schools, teachers only ask 
students for a single donation per school year. One can still fundraise for the school’s particular 
interest (for Cabrillo, it is for creative arts). There are 6 schools, which could get about $100K 
each.  
If this district-wide fundraiser is agreed upon, this would start in the following school year. An 
example of a district-wide fundraiser would include community events such as sandcastle 
competitions.  
 
For the next meeting, there will be an action item to accumulate questions to ask about this 
fundraising step. 
    

2. Treasurer 
Rebecca: the budget for this year is $81K. $64K has already been spent, with 6 months to go. It 
is possible that there is more spending at the beginning of the school year.  
There is only $6K left of the teachers fund, however it is possible that certain items were 
incorrectly categorized. Therefore, an audit for this should be carried out. 
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Also discussed was the possibility to add more funds to those funds that are depleted (such as 
the teachers’ fund). PTO also discussed the fact that the field trip budget needs additional funds 
since costs have increased. Teachers need an increase from $30/student to $40/student.  
 
Action for next year è Treasurers will work on audit to check for mis-categorized items and 
discuss authorizing more money for depleted funds. 

 
Also mentioned was that there is a Target grant for field trips ($700 per class) that the PTO 
should be applied for. Potentially the PTO can create a new position for a new person to work on 
grants applications. 

	  
Action  è Write up a grant coordinator position, which will be similar to the e-Scrip position.  

 
Profit and loss summary report from treasurers was handed out. It showed that the upper grades 
are raising less money, but spending more. Also, there seems to be a deficit in the Spirit wear 
fundraiser funds. However, Brad Switzer (who was managing this) indicated that they made 
enough money to cover the overheads, so the deficit could be an accounting issue.  

 
è Treasurers will follow up with a discussion with Brad. 
 
Other discussions included a suggestion that the PTO could put a table with the Spirit wear at the 
students Olympics to raise money, and that the PTO website needs to be renewed. The cost is $99, 
which will be categorized under ‘technology’. 
 
      

3. VP Fundraising Chairs:   
Bingo night is coming up on the 27th January. Certificates/gift cards/other donations are required 
for prizes. A white elephant bingo could be held.   
 
In addition Papa Murphy and Luigi’s restaurants are happy to hold weekly Cabrillo nights as 
fundraisers.  
     
Other scheduled fundraisers are the Spellathon in February (last week, after winter break); the 
Readathon in April; Pop of Color - Marci and Liz will have a fire and ice theme, which will be 
combined with a fundraising component such as a Cabrillo arts auction. Mr Stafford will 
coordinate the art auction. 
 
There was discussion about when to do the auction for the ‘teacher experiences’. It could be 
possible to do this with Bingo night (either January and April). It is better to do it earlier, before 
spring break and Pop of Color. 
 
 

4. VP Lower Grade Liaisons   
They reached out to the 3rd grade for volunteers for drama. 
    
  

5. VP Upper Grade Liaisons  
Nothing to report except elective changes. 
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6. VP Visual & Performing Arts   
The Google calendar has every event listed in it. However, there is an issue with printing the 
calendars with all the events listed, therefore the calendars will be printed out and written on. 
   
   

7. VP Program Enhancement.  
Flyers have been put up with updated dates:  
Stem Let’s Build it for K-5 starts on the 26th January. 
Chess Scholars starts on 24th January. 
Spindrift Performing Arts classes have started. 
Chinese will start back up soon. 
 
 

Committee’s Reports 
1.  PEF Report       Russ 
Not presented. 
 
 

New Business for Action and/or Discussion Items 
 Rebecca (treasurer) will send out a communication about how the PTO money is spent. 

Shauna and Shelli will provide an update of 2016. 
 
Meeting adjourned – 8:10 PM. 
 
 
 
 

 


