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Meeting Norms. Everyone’s point of view counts and is well-intentioned.  Please allow everyone to express their point of 
view without interruption. Let us speak to one another with intelligence and respect. Please try to keep reports to 3 to 5 

minutes. 
	   	   	  

 
AGENDA ITEM        PRESENTER   
Call to Order         Co-Presidents 
6:03PM          
 
Introduction of Attendees       All in attendance 
 
Shelli Murphy 
Sharon Pelleriti 
Chris Donnelly 
Ryan Beckler 
Ila Dwyer 
Lori Trayler 
Helene Kleinfeld 
Emily Galicia 
Courtney Kirjewski 
Alli Siconolfi 
Liz Shurko 
Suzanne Lifson Salazar 
Po-Lin So 
Brad Switzer 
Kiyomi Arai 
Thomas Stafford 
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes      
Approved. 
 
Teachers’ Report        Report  
Ila Dywer: 
The dates for the 8th grade Yosemite trip are now available. 
The rainbow rally is on the 17th March. 
7th and 8th graders will go to see Beauty and the Beast. 
7th graders have read old copies of Woodsong, a memoir about a man who ran sled dogs.  The 7th 
graders will run a sled race for this. Two mechanics dollies (ones that slide under the car) is required. 
 
Chris Donnelly: 
February was a busy month but very successful. 
 
 
Principals Report:         Tom Stafford 
February was an exciting month with the entire community working together to practice acts of kindness.  
We had parent volunteers, staff, and students participate in reading a quote of kindness every day that 
we were at school.  Our Happy Hearts Hallway was filled with pledges of kindness from the students 
and the staff as well. 
 
We also celebrated our 100th day of school on February 7th.  A-Wing went on a tour of Skyline College 
during this week as well.  The poetry café was well received by the 3rd grade parents. 
 
The Kindergarten Lottery happened with our school filling up and having a wait list of about 15 families.  
This was even with us having over 40 available slots. 
 



Cabrillo	  PTO	  Meeting	  Agenda.	  Your	  Voice	  Counts	  
Cabrillo	  PTO	  Meeting	  March	  2nd,	  2017,	  6:00	  PM.	  Staff	  Room	  

	  

Meeting Norms. Everyone’s point of view counts and is well-intentioned.  Please allow everyone to express their point of 
view without interruption. Let us speak to one another with intelligence and respect. Please try to keep reports to 3 to 5 

minutes. 
	   	   	  

The staff voted on the nominees for the Elna Flynn Volunteer Award Recipient.  
 
A welcomed break during ski week allowed many of our families to go and enjoy a lot of snow in the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains, and I went off the grid in Kentucky while visiting family and friend there. 
 
Upon our return, we have had both 4th grades go to Sanchez Adobe and 3rd grade went on a field trip to 
Chabot Space and Science Center. 
 
We will be continuing our kindness quotes weekly throughout the rest of the year during our 
Wednesday announcements.  
 
Our photography class took a quick field trip over to San Pedro Park.  
 
Yearbooks are going on sale tomorrow. 
 
Rainbow Rally coming up in April will include some work with students performing “We Are The World.”  
This will include both singing and signing the song with the students in their assigned colors of the 
rainbow.  This will be in conjunction with our Parent Appreciation Breakfast. 
 
Action/Discussion Item  
1.  Teacher Card to PTO      Chris Donnelly  
Mrs Donnelly expressed that March when teachers say ‘thank you’ to the PTO officers. Gifts and cards 
were handed to each PTO officer. Thank you, teachers! 

 
2.  Safeway Grant (Kiln info. and Lightboard)   Ashley Larsen 
Cabrillo was gifted a grant of $4000 to purchase stage lighting and a kiln. Kiera at Spindrift School 
already has a lightboard and has offered it to Cabrillo. Ashley will purchase the kiln for $2500. Extras 
will cost $550. The leftover money will go towards art supplies. 
 
3.  Donor’s Choice online donation for Dwyer   Ashley Larsen  
Cabrillo is doing GoFundMe fundraisers. Once a GoFundMe account is set up, they will fundraise for 
things for the school such for items such as supplies, woodwind instruments, books, for example. We 
can use this for large items next time. Cabrillo has a $250 gift card already towards this. 

 
4.  Ann Rudorf Award       Tom Stafford 
This Volunteer award will be given by Cabrillo school to a nomination from the same group that were 
nominated for the Elna Flynn award. The Ann Rudorf nomination will be voted on and announced next 
month. 
 
5.  Bella Garden Update      Tom Stafford 
Finally, the Bella Garden and Centering Space is beginning to take shape.  Our own District workers, 
Jerry and Vince, removed the bushes and cleaned up the space to get it ready for the afternoon crew of 
friends and parents of Bella who continued to clean the space.  On Sunday, our goal will be to take up 
about 3 inches of dirt from the space, level it a bit, and get ready for the decomposed granite that will 
be delivered on Monday.  Once we put the granite into place, we will pour stabilizer on it to help pack it 
down and place the stones and tiles.    We will also seal the tiles.  All that is left to do from there is to 
add some lovely planters and plants in the space.  The entire cost of the granite and stabilizer was 
$717.75.  This should leave us plenty of funds to finish the space and make it a space that will last for 
many more years.   
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PTO discussed ways to preserve the tiles. We could have a grouted wood board with the tiles 
embedded, and bring the board inside in bad weather. The tiles could also be resealed every day. Stan 
suggested John Morley to set the ~200 tiles. There was a suggestion to put the tiles on the wall outside 
the office. Planters and plants need to be donated. 
 
6.  Volunteer Sign-in Data format     Stan Martin 
Stan went through sign-in list and entered each person, volunteer time and hours (handout provided). It 
is apparent that some volunteers do not sign in.  Therefore, parents should be encouraged to sign in so 
that we can more accurately assess volunteer contributions. Last year, 191 people volunteered. One 
should decide what data is to be collected; decide what information can be gleaned from the data; and 
what it will be used for. For the sign-up sheet, it would be helpful to include a column indicating what 
the parents volunteered for. Mr Stafford will mention the sign-up information in the Wednesday 
Envelope. Moving forward, data capture should begin from this point. 
 
There was a suggestion to create an electronic sign-in sheet as well as a paper copy to go home with 
students. Mrs Donnelly suggested that the paperwork could be given out at beginning of the year and 
parents could bring their sheets in to have signed. This will encourage more parents to volunteer. The 
volunteer coordinator will be the person to deal with this. Sign-up sheets will be sent out at the 
beginning of the year in the school packet.   

 
7.  Marquee Update       Shauna Koperski  

 
Shauna called up the company about various issues with the marquee: 
How to deal with the salt air problem? Use cork and have screen cover for extra protection. 
Battery needed for electronic sign? No, the sign will not be electronic. 
The marquee size can be increased.  
Cost depends on size, color, and frame.  
A rolling white board can be used since these are easy to use. Students participating in leadership 
should be asked to post events, etc. 
 
Concerns expressed included the expense, and also that people might become blasé to seeing the 
marquee and eventually not notice it at all. However, a single solar spotlight on it might alleviate this 
concern.  
 
Motion to purchase a solar paneled spotlight è approved. 

 
8.  K-5 P.E. teacher proposal (Holly Rios)    Shauna Koperski 

 
This proposal to have a PE teacher for the lower grades (K-5th) was put forward by Holly Rios via a 
letter to the PTO. Holly has 15 years volunteering and would like to be offered this position. This is a 
part time, paid position, which is similar to the PE teacher position at Vallemar School. She points out 
PE is a requirement of the State, and teachers should not have to spend their teaching time on this. 
Also, that it should a consistent PE program. Upper grades have a PE teacher, who also teaches the 
4th and 5th grades. However, currently for lower grades, there is no clear outline of the PE program.  
 
If they are only part-time, a private contractor can be hired, who would also need to act as teachers. 
Teachers would still contribute a portion of time to PE. Parents can still volunteer for PE.  
 
The teaching staff will discuss this first since Cabrillo School is primarily a creative arts school and the 
teaching program may need to be revised to include this.  
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Action è Mr Stafford will organize a special discussion with staff on the 15th March to discuss since this 
program might require a change the whole Cabrillo school curriculum.  
 
9. Other       Kiyomi Arai  
A Cabrillo School parent passed away during this mid-winter break. PTO suggests having fundraisers 
for the family, such as submitting a donation to GoFundMe, or a bake sale (run by Leadership?) with a 
PTO matching donation.  
 
Motion to approve $1000 donation è approved. 
 
 
Officers’ Reports 

1. Co-Presidents - PTO letter to the Cabrillo Families   Shelli and Shauna 
 

Discussed Fundraising opportunities, such as collecting gently worn shoes for which there are 
organizations that will pay for them based on the weight of the shoes ($3000+). This may be a good 
opportunity to generate funds. Other fundraisers could be holding a rummage sale, an E-waste drive, 
and farm-to-table event fundraisers with Pie Ranch.  
 
Our Cabrillo PTO name needs to be renewed è Ryan will deal with this. 

 
½ year report was sent out to parents. 
  
The Pacifica School District Calendar does not list all the events è Shauna will contact all the other 
PTO presidents from the other schools to ask them to add their schools’ information. 

 
 

2. Treasurer        Ryan and Rebecca 
Taxes were filed last month. We are doing well, with $37,000 left in our account since there was a 
significant improvement in monies collected from fundraisers and field trips. $5000 was budgeted for 
technology, and 90% of this amount is still available for spending. Some of this technology fund could 
go into the teachers’ fund.  
 
For fundraising, we should probably focus on the most effective fundraisers: Candyland (14%), Bingo 
(9%) and Giftwrap ($35), and even Fogfest. 

 
3. VP Fundraising Chairs – update     Kiyomi and Sharon 

 
Leann Wynn is leading the spring social on 24th March. Mike Traylor band will be playing. There will be 
light appetizers; bidding for Teacher experiences; head and tails game; karaoke after silent auction. 
Patrons are encouraged to dress up in eighties outfits. The event will end at 1 AM.  
 
Paint night is on Wednesday April 5th from 6-8pm at Cabrillo School, and will be open to middle school 
kids and adults. Dinner (bento box) will be optional and the event is alcohol-free.  
This fundraiser is for fieldtrips. 
 
Count-me-in parties was suggested as fundraisers. Examples include hosting a 5-course meal at 
someone’s house, or a picnic on the beach. This will be a fixed price for 8 people for example. It would 
be up to the parents to decide and hold their own parties. Kiyomi will disseminate the information to the 
school community.  
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4. VP Lower Grade Liaisons      Ali and Liz 

More copy paper is needed. Class liaisons should ask for more reams. 
Teacher appreciation is in May. 
 

5. VP Upper Grade Liaisons       Ashley and Brad 
7th grade dance is on March 10th.   
 

6. VP Visual & Performing Arts      Stan Martin 
 

7. VP Program Enhancement       
Enrichment teachers are not turning up occasionally, which is always an issue. 
 
Committee’s Reports 
Shauna spoke to Sandy, the PEF president. A letter was sent out to ask for PEF board volunteers.  
Also, Courtney Kirjewski joined PEF last fall. It seems that the PEF board are ‘aging out’ in that their 
kids no longer go to Pacifica schools anymore. Currently there are only 3 active board members, 
therefore PEF need more people to volunteer. PEF funds music and STEM programs.  
 
 
New Business for Action and/or Discussion Items 
 
ScholarShare Scholar dollars – people can vote for their school to receive donations every day on this 
site. Mr Stafford signed Cabrillo up for this. However, the terms and conditions suggest that this site 
may give your info away so one should be careful about signing up. 
 
Meeting adjourned 7:57PM. 
 
 
 

 


