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Cabrillo	PTO	Meeting	May	4th,	2017,	6:00	PM,	Staff	Room	

	

Meeting Norms. Everyone’s point of view counts and is well-intentioned.  Please allow everyone to express their point of 
view without interruption. Let us speak to one another with intelligence and respect. Please try to keep reports to 3 to 5 

minutes. 
	 	 	

 
AGENDA ITEM        PRESENTER   
 
Call to Order         Co-Presidents 
6:04 PM 
 
Introduction of Attendees       All in attendance 
Sharon Pelleriti 
Ashley Larsen 
Ryan Beckler 
Brad Swtizer 
Rebecca Silva 
Charlotte Jacobs 
Vicki Ferretti 
Kiyomi Arai 
Stanly Martin 
Nienke Levin-Mertz 
Alli Siconolfi 
Lauren Reynolds  
Po-Lin So 
Tom Stafford 
Shauna Koperski 
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes      
Approved 
 
Teachers’ Report         Report 
Field trips: 
2nd graders went to the Exploratorium 
7th graders went to the Marin headlands 
4th graders went to Oakland museum of California 
3rd graders went to the Native American museum in Novato. 
 
6th graders were paired with Kindergarten students as garden buddies; 2nd graders were also paired 
with Kindergarteners as buddies. 
35 students took leadership class.   
Junior Olympics was a success 
Testing has started at full force. 
Grandparent tea is on 12th May  
 
Principals Report:          Tom Stafford 
Although April was a short month, there were still a lot of activities and field trips.  3rd Grade went to 
Native American Museum, 4th grade went to the Oakland Museum of California, and also presented 
their play Gold Dust or Bust.  We celebrated Earth Day with our annual Rainbow Spirit Day.  We also 
decorated dolphins on the play yard with information learned from our annual Assembly presented by 
parent Nicole Larson and the Pacifica Beach Coalition.  On April 26th, the Kindergarten through 3rd 
grades participated in our Ability Awareness Day, organized by our Counselor, Laura Reinacher. 
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Action/Discussion Item  
1. Open house ballot -         Shauna Koperski 

PTO needs volunteer coordinators for upper and lower grades. Both Fundraising co-chairs are 
stepping down. These positions can be shared between two volunteers. The grant coordinator 
position should be advertised during nomination time. PTO also needs 2-3 volunteers to write 
grants. We should have a sign-up white board for the open house ahead of time in the lobby 
outside the MPR room. 

 
2. Library, Book Fair, etc       Lauren Reynolds  

This year we had two book fairs. One connected with Fall Conferences and due to the lack of 
open hours, we didn’t make as much money compared to previous years. Next year we have 
two new chairpersons – Ashley and Stephanie. Spring fair was moved from Open House to 
Spring conferences. This was very successful. We made only $800 less than last year’s fair, 
which was tied to open house. Nichole and Nancy will chair this year again.  
 
From the parcel tax, Cabrillo School received $6200 from Pacifica School District, of which half 
went to students, staff, and hot book titles from conferences, while the other half went to 
purchase non-fiction books. We purchased 350 books with this money and all the books have 
gone into the system. (The district has not given the library a large quantity of money since 2002 
except $500 a few years back).  The PTO money was used for staff, student requests, plus 
books to fit non-fiction requests. We added approximately 1000 new books to our library. Most 
of these books have been processed and students are checking them out. We have 
approximately 300 more books to be added to the system.  
 
We currently have 14,827 books available (not including the ~300 books that still need to be 
added). We still need more books in the non-fiction section to meet the district’s requirements of 
60% nonfiction and 40% fiction. We do have books in technology, literature and 
history/geography that are out of date: we will begin addressing these areas next year and when 
the new social studies items are adopted.  
 
There have been many volunteers doing 2-hour shifts per week. We are open every day from 
8.30am-4pm. 
 
For the Readathon, we should tie the reading relay in with the pancake breakfast. Numeroff’s 
books will be read, and raffles for baskets, and coupons to spend at the book fair will be sold. 

 
3. Ideas for signing up volunteers for open house    Tom Stafford 

This has been done. 
 

4. Kristie Smith Spirit Award and the Bella Memorial Garden Plaques Shauna Koperski 
Shauna presented what was required for the awards and plaque to the company, 123-Awards. 
The Junior Olympian Award will be given to the Olympian who shows the best team spirit and 
his/her name will be engraved on the trophy/plaque.  There will be a plaque for upper and lower 
grades. 
 
For Bella’s memorial garden plaque – the Cabrillo family who owns 123-Awards will donate the 
garden plaque, which will be added to the space soon.  The tree that was donated from 
Vallemar school will get a plaque also. 
è Shauna will get the plaques. 
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There was discussion about whether there should be an award ceremony for the Junior 
Olympics at Cabrillo. Medals are not given out at the Junior Olympics event. PTO needs to 
decide on when to give out the awards/medals. This could be done during pie eating contest. 

 
5. Special day fundraiser Update      Jessica Welsh 
Jessica’s class did a fashion show, which was a great success. It had music, performances, 
donated food and a number of sponsors for the fashion show. Therefore, the event did not cost 
anything. The total raised was $3105. Many gift cards and other items (raffle, fashion show, 
dessert, decorations, food items) were donated, which amounted to $1750. Sponsors donated 
$690. We need to be mindful that businesses only donate once. The donations were from 
insurance companies from San Francisco, San Mateo, and Pacifica and via Facebook. 

 
6.  Plans for Next Year (Possible Footprint)     Shauna Koperski 
PTO and Cabrillo School will focus on community. We will revisit the lower grades ‘meet-and-
greet’ events. There will be other opportunities for social, community-orientated events; such as 
pancake breakfast and the Candyland festival.   
 
7. Meeting Next Month?       Shauna Koperski 
PTO will hold an open house PTO meeting on 1st June.  The focus will be on getting parents 
involved. If parents want to be involved with the PTO, they should speak to Mr. Stafford.  
è Mr. Stafford will send out a letter on how to get involved. 
 
Incidentally, some parents got dropped from receiving the Wednesday envelope. This should be 
remedied.  
 
 
Officers’ Reports 
1. Co-presidents         Shelli and Shauna 
None. 
 
2. Treasurer         Ryan and Rebecca 
This year’s PTO budget was $81,000. We are over budget by 5%, however there are still 
donations coming in (for example, from Paint Night, there is a check for $700). 
Other overages include the creative arts being over budget: $2500 vs. $2100.  
This year, the field trip fundraising has been better at keeping on budget.  

 
77% of the net profit is from the top 5 fundraisers, so it might be a good idea to hold only the top 
fundraisers for next year to reduce effort. 
 
3. VP Fundraiser Chairs – update       Kiyomi and Sharon 
The yearbook is on sale now.  
 
The Pop of color event was a great success. However, it had a struggle getting enough 
volunteers and participants, with the lowest attendance this year. It is likely that this is the last 
year that the Pop of color crew will run this event since it has been hard to get this off the 
ground this year. There were issues with building regulations, for example. It might be generally 
a good idea to reduce the number of fundraisers overall.   
è Mr. Stafford will get the building regulations.  The insurance company changed the rules so 
the bouncy house is now not insured. Also custodians are required.  
 
It would be helpful to have all the fundraisers on the same calendar to prevent overlap. 
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Kiyomi and Sharon are stepping down. 
 
4. VP Lower Grade Liaisons      Ali and Liz 
Teacher appreciation week. There are parent volunteers to help with this. 

 
5. VP Upper Grade Liaisons      Ashley and Brad 
Ashley had 130 volunteer forms returned. The information is in Google Docs. Most parents 
volunteered to be field trip drivers and classroom helpers.  
 
We should do ice-cream social and adult Night before the end of school, so that parents can 
meet other parents. However, this may be something to do at the beginning of the next year.  
 
The ‘Back to school’ list should be simplified. Mr. Stafford has given the list to teachers, who are 
editing it. 
è Mr. Stafford will create the list and send out before class assignment lists are sent out. It 
should include an Amazon wishlist with the option of shipping directly to Cabrillo school. 
 
The little kiln is broken, but a new one has been purchased and will arrive soon.  
 
The sign-in list should be modified to include what people volunteer for when they come in.  
è Stan will modify the sign-in list. 

 
Committee’s Reports 
None 
 
New Business for Action and/or Discussion Items 
None 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7.50pm. 
 
 

 
 


