
Cabrillo	PTO	Meeting	Agenda.	Your	Voice	Counts	
Cabrillo	PTO	Meeting	March	8th,	2018,	6:00	PM.	Staff	Room	

	

Meeting Norms . Everyone’s point of view counts and is well-intentioned.  Please allow everyone to express their point 
of view without interruption. Let us speak to one another with intelligence and respect . Please try to keep reports to 3 to 5 

minutes. 
	 	 	

 

AGENDA ITEM        PRESENTER   
 
Call to Order         Co-Presidents 
6.04 pm 
 
Introduction of Attendees       All in attendance 
 
Shauna Koperski 
Jay Gangi 
Ila Payne-Dwyer 
Alison Munaut? 
Stanly Martin 
Po-Lin So 
Angelique Barry 
Kendra Crame 
Gabriela Wiseman 
Suzanne Lifson Salazar 
Shelli Murphy 
Tom Stafford 
Sue Beckmeyer 
Ashley Larsen  
Christina Mosham 
Elizabeth Russell 
Vicki Ferretti 
Christie Francis 
Lori Traylor  
Lynette Evans  
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes     Po-Lin So 
 
Teachers’ Report        Report (4 min) 
For the past month, Cabrillo students have attended the following events: the Chinese year parade and 
a trip to Kenny’s cafe where Kindergarteners made Wontons and Mrs May talked about Chinese New 
Year; Poetry cafe for 3rd graders; a workshop on slime; a Dr Seuss celebration; a trip to Hayward 
Interpretive Center for 3rd graders; a trip to the Adobe house for 4th graders and a visit to the de Young 
museum for 5th graders. The 8th graders performed a monologue play.  
 
For the 7the and 8th graders, a trip to Sky High Sports is planned as a reward and for team building 
activities. There is also a dance planned. For 7th graders, the sled race coming up. 
For all graders, the parent-teacher conferences and book fair are coming up.  
There are also a new rotation of electives.  
 
On Tuesday, 5th grade parents met with Stacey Russell and Lauren, who are counselors. The meeting 
was full of information for parents about 5th - 6th grade transitions (about puberty). There were about 7 
families from each class. It was suggested to have one every trimester.  
 
Principals Report:         Tom Stafford  (4 min) 
 
The month of February was shortened by our President’s Week Break, however, we managed to fill in a 
lot of activities in our short month. 
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We celebrated our 100th Day of School on February 7. 
  
The City-Wide Concert was held on February 8, which also included a dedication and memorial to Mr. 
Jerry Downs.  
  
The school celebrated Valentine’s Day as usual. 
  
2nd Grade went to the San Francisco Symphony on the 16th.  
  
Annual treks to Kenny’s by the Kindergartener’s and Mrs. Reuter’s 1st Graders was a highlight before 
they presented their annual Dragon Parade on March 2. 
  
8th graders presented their play called “The Monologue Play” on March 1st with 3rd  - 8th Graders 
enjoying it the following day.  It was a very entertaining and funny play. 
  
The following Monday, our 3rd Graders put on their annual Poetry Café to the delight of parents and 
family members.  They had such a great program prepared.  
  
5th Grade Orientation to 6th Grade Family Night was hosted by Mrs. Russell, Vice Principal of Guidance 
and Learning and Ms. Reinacher, School Counselor. 
  
Last night, the Pacifica School District Board of Trustees Honored our PTO and Volunteer work through 
a resolution that was presented to all of our schools.  I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate the 
wonderful work that all of you do to help make Cabrillo the best place to be.  
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tom Stafford 
 
Action/Discussion Item: 

1.  Wednesday Envelope Transition Update    Stan (4 min) 
The transition was from Groupvine to mailchimp. A new design content was created by Ali Martin so 
that the content can be read in the mail and flyers as thumbprints. New groups can be created and 
one can email everyone on the list. This format should be easier to maintain. A landing page for 
new parents to opt into various listservs will be set up. There will be a separate listserv for PTO 
board members. If one wants to add something, one will have to create a new template. To edit, 
one would click on the content box.  
The flyer upload is more complicated and the keeper of the list will need a lesson to do this. Cory 
will still send the flyers.  
Ali Martin is currently the administrator for the monthly payment of the app. This will be transferred 
to the treasurers.  
Flyers should be sent earlier, to be posted on time.  
 
The weekly correspondence should be called ‘Cabrillo Weekly News’ and there will be a separate 
Principal’s corner. 

 
 

2. Auction Update       Lynette, Kiyomi  (10  min) 
Hoe-down event update:  
Shauna reported that Jake Gangi will manage the bar. All the bar items are now taken care of. 
Gabi has shared the information with the school. 
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There will be auctions including a 8th grade graduation experience, which has items like graduation 
seats and parking reserved. Yearbooks will be included.  
For fundraising, only a few envelopes have already come in.  
Food: Gorilla Barbeque will be doing the catering. Desserts will be from the French Patisserie. 
The auction items will be taken care of by Shauna and Kiyomi. 
Teacher experiences have been updated for this. 
There will no communal child care since it didn’t work out. There are liabilities.  
A name change for this event was suggested due to misinterpretation by upper grade students. 
 
Volunteering and ticket sales need more focus. This event iis open to school families and other 
schools and the information is on the School Facebook page. The flyer can be sent to other PTOs. 
More advertising is required. The texting app is not available anymore.  
 
Current requirements are: 
We have only 5 bottles of wine. We need 40 bottles.  
More desserts are needed. 
Volunteers: there are not many setter-uppers and cleaner-uppers. More volunteers are needed for 1 
hour blocks. The volunteers will need to pay for their own tickets. Teachers will receive a free ticket. 
 
Money collected should be kept in Mr Stafford’s safe if desired. The money envelope should be 
marked clearly.  

 
 

3.  Readathon – allocation of profits to library?or where?  Ashley (4 min) 
This 22 year old fundraiser is currently going on. People have pledged money, which is allocated to 
the school library fund. The library budget is already spent.  
Shauna indicated that there is not enough space for all the books. The current library is also the IT 
lab. The desktops have a large footprint but there is a movement towards laptops so the IT lab 
space for this could be eventually converted to library space and the IT lab will be a mobile cart.  

 
4. Bond Measure        Sue Beckmeyer (3 min) 
The School Board will put a bond measure on the ballot in June. It is a buildings bond to improve 
infrastructure. The carpets, pipes and items need to be refurbished.  There needs to be a 55% voter 
threshold required to pass. This needs to be conveyed to the next generation of parents (TK-8) 
since the school infrastructure has not be refurbished for two school generations. We need to 
encourage parents to vote. 

 
5. Creative Arts Umbrella – should it be modified?  teacher 

feedback?  Rhythm and Moves.  Parent volunteers/ 
coordination of volunteers.      Stan (10 min) 
 

Stan was thinking of his role in PTO and soliciting feedback. His role in PE and creative arts could be 
revised. It might be an idea to look at the volunteerism at the school.  
 
Mr Stafford mentioned that PEF is reaching into to 3rd grade music. We should still encourage 
volunteering . Mrs Crame indicated that the volunteering needs to be consistent. This is not happening 
for lower grades since sometimes the volunteers drop out at the last minute and it is hard for the 
teachers to cover this.  
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Kindergarten volunteers are easier to get that other grade volunteers. It would be nice to have a better, 
organized system for volunteers to ‘slot’ into. There used to be a binder for each creative arts subject 
for volunteers. However, there were issues with volunteers not following the instructions in the binders.  
 
Officers’ Reports (4 minutes Reports) 
 

1. Co-Presidents –  District wide PTO president meeting   Shelli and Shauna 
The District PTO and PEF meeting was last Wednesday. All the PTO presidents got together and share 
their experiences, which is relatively similar. Nancy wanted to share a state dashboar where one goes 
online to see how all the schools are doing. We are green, which means that we are doing well in 
almost all categories.  Special needs improved from red to yellow. Blue is the highest color.  
 
The School District is looking for a new superintendent. Feedback from parents can be given on the 
website. There is a community meeting for this event.  There is a search using leadership associates, 
former superintendents who headhunt potential candidates for the position. 
 
There was discussion of the upper grade student walkout to protest gun violence. The PSD is not 
encouraging students to participate. The school will be participate in a different way.  Students in 
middle school want to be seen to participate, so there will be a 17 minute silence on the 14th March at 
10 AM for upper grade student participation. The volunteers who want to do it will line up and hold a 
paper with the name of one of the victims.  Each student will read off one of the names and grade level. 
The students want to line up on the sidewalk but there will be an alternative for safety reasons. 
 
There will be police presence at all schools. This is required by law.  
 
On March 10th, there will be a family summit to discuss the following: 
opioid crisis 
suicide prevention 
transportation justice 
retail marijuana opening up in Pacifica 
 
At Ortega, there was an information session and discussion/warnings about gummy-type of candy 
containing marijuana. Also, pill-safe containers were provided to parents at Ortega. These are used to 
prevent kids getting into their parent’s drugs, for example. The potency issue is a big issue. 
 
Cabrillo should host a night for this information session. Shauna will arrange this. 
 
Linda Mar Special Needs school - Lynnette, a parent from the school, has many information packets to 
share with our special needs teachers. 
 
PEF is talking about having a district-wide fundraiser for next year, to take some of the stress off the 
parents and PTO. Cabrillo needs a PEF liaison. We have two parents on the PEF board. They would 
like a lower grade liaison. A person who is used to a more corporate model would fit well into it. Their 
goal is to make >$150,000 this year since they are paying for a teacher and the musical instruments as 
well as the poetry. They would be ambassadors. PEF was also talking about having a fundraising 
consultant. PEF’s big fundraiser is coming up. The funds raised are matched by Silicon Valley.  
 

2. Treasurer – updated report       Rebecca and Liz R. 
Nothing to report. Everything is doing well. Field trips paid off early so it has not hit hard this time. 

 
3. VP Fundraising Chairs –  update of other fundraisers  Lynnette (10 min) 
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PI day - volunteers needed to make items and man the tables. 
 

4. VP Lower Grade Liaisons      Gabi. 
Updated emails about fundraising were sent to classroom liaisons.  
 

5. VP Upper Grade Liaisons       Ashley and Brad 
A new round of electives has started. Tennis and drama has started and has about 16 students. 
Chorus and fitness electives were lost. 
 

6. VP Visual & Performing Arts      Stan Martin 
(As above) 

 
7. VP Program Enhancement      Suzanne 
The programs are full. We still have a marine biology class coming up. Shannon from Tennis 
offered an elective but no-one signed up so this will start next year.  

 
Suzanne will collect numbers of students enrolled. A parent survey can be sent out at the beginning 
of next year. There will be a soccer class for next year also. The hip-hop class is really popular and 
has a wait-list.  

 
8. VP Volunteer Coordinator      Angelique 
Nothing to report. Signup genius for hoe-down is up. There will be an end-of-year survey. 

 
Committee’s Reports 
None 
 
New Business for Action and/or Discussion Items 
None 
 
Meeting adjourned 7.50pm. 
 
 

 


