
Cabrillo	PTO	Meeting	Agenda.	Your	Voice	Counts	
Cabrillo	PTO	Meeting	May	4th,		2018,	6:00	PM	.	Staff	Room	

	

Meeting Norms . Everyone’s point of view counts and is well-intentioned.  Please allow everyone to express their point 
of view without interruption. Let us speak to one another with intelligence and respect . Please try to keep reports to 3 to 5 

minutes. 
	 	 	

 

AGENDA ITEM        PRESENTER   
Call to Order         Co-Presidents 
6.07pm 
 
Introduction of Attendees       All in attendance 
 
Shauna Koperski 
Stanly Martin 
Gabriella Wiseman 
Tom Stafford 
Angelique Barry  
Brad Switzer 
Rebecca Silva 
Kiyomi Arai 
Ashley Larsen 
Stacy Russell 
Po-Lin So 
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes     Po-Lin So 
 
Teachers’ Report        Report (4 min) 
 
Artist Stephen‘s workshop was amazing. This was an acid-metal chemistry-art workshop to learn about 
chemistry and art. The art produced will be open house auction items. Most classes will produce 
auction items.  
    
Principals Report:         Tom Stafford (4 min) 
 
Action/Discussion Item: 

1.  Anne Rudorff Awards       Tom Stafford (2 minutes) 
Mr Stafford announced the winner of the Anne Rudorff Award - Brad Switzer – which was voted 
on by the PTO.  Congratulations, Brad! 

 
2. School Supplies       Ashley Larson (4 min) 

Ashley looked into programs to order school supplies. Generally, the whole supply list would be 
given to each class, who order items from this list. Vallemar School uses an app called ‘School 
Toolbox’, while Ocean Shore School has a parent who purchases the whole school supply. 
At a Palo Alto school, parents write a check for teachers to buy everything. 

 
Cabrillo should compile a teachers’ wish list for their classes. It is hard for parents to purchase 
items before the school year starts since they are not told which class their child will be in until a 
few days before school starts. Perhaps it would be better to purchase school supplies at the 
grade level. 

 
3. Grant         Ashley Larson (4 min) 

The Safeway foundation stipulations for grants have changed. There is no $10,000 limit 
anymore. They have already awarded us a grant for $4000. 
Cabrillo can apply for funds to purchase the remaining chromebooks needed to fulfill the 
curriculum. Ocean Shore school purchased their 48 chromebooks for $14,000. Cabrillo needs 
another 36 chromebooks and a cart ($2000). Therefore, we should apply for a grant of $14,000. 
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There was a suggestion to donate the pancake breakfast fundraiser to this. 

 
The Safeway foundation also offers event sponsorship.  

 
 

4. Open House        Shauna Koperski (2 min) 
 

Open house will be held on May 31st. The general meeting will begin at 5:30 and open house 
will be from 6 -7 pm. At this meeting, the information about positions that are open will be 
shared as well as the following: 

- Volunteer questionnaire 
- Budget 
- Education enrichment drive 
- Nominations 
- Vision for next year 
 

All auction items will be in the classroom or front lobby for bidding. All PTO will hopefully be in 
attendance. The information about PTO positions available will be distributed by the classroom 
liaisons: 
 

- Secretary 
- Fundraising VP 
- Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Teachers should also tell their students that these positions are available and they should tell 
their parents. The ballots for the PTO positions will be voted on. 

 
 

5. Education Enrichment Drive      Shauna Koperski (3 min) 
 
 Patty Dunhill, who has organized this for past 3 years, is stepping down. This is a position that 

requires asking for donations. Shauna is willing to do this if no-one else steps up. 
 

6. Ideas/plans for next year      Shauna Koperski (3 min) 
 

Parent information sessions: 
Stacey Russell discussed introducing more parent information nights since the evening event to 
give information about transitioning to middle school night was well received. There should be 
more information nights about healthy relationships, mental health (stress, anxiety), and 
harassment. Common sense media is a good option to use.It might be a good idea to bring 
back Mary Biers as a guest speaker and combine student education for mental health with this. 
It is reported that in San Mateo County, 8% of high school students try to commit suicide. 
Therefore, it would be good to build a relationship with Starvista relationship though a grant to 
provide free counseling to students. They ask for $50/day donation while they are on site. 
Rebecca Silva suggested to add a line item in the budget for enhancement of youth support. 
This item can be presented with the school assembly to introduce this. Students and parents 
need more information to help navigate though these years.  Social media is a main reason for 
much of the problems with mental health in high school students. 

 
  Fundraising ideas: 



Cabrillo	PTO	Meeting	Agenda.	Your	Voice	Counts	
Cabrillo	PTO	Meeting	May	4th,		2018,	6:00	PM	.	Staff	Room	

	

Meeting Norms . Everyone’s point of view counts and is well-intentioned.  Please allow everyone to express their point 
of view without interruption. Let us speak to one another with intelligence and respect . Please try to keep reports to 3 to 5 

minutes. 
	 	 	

Ms. Arai had a fundraising idea for the parking lot as a park and pay over the summer months 
for beach events. On August 4th, there is a dog surfing event taking place. Last year, parking 
was near impossible. Cabrillo could offer ~40 parking spaces for a small fee - $10-15 per 
parking spot. Cabrillo could get a facilities use form to allow parking at the school.  We could 
add a car wash service to this as well. We could also give out free Cabrillo red bags and 
perhaps compostable poop bags with a note to thank them for their support. 

 
Parent involvement/volunteering: 
The new parent social should go ahead for next year. The Firehouse should be booked now. 
PTO should reach out to the parents who attended this school year to host it. A tentative date 
should be Thursday 13th September.  
è Angelique will book the Firehouse. 

 
PTO should put the message out for parent involvement and volunteering. If they cannot, they 
should be encouraged to donate money.   Previously there had been tables for people to sign 
up for specific things such as art, PE, gardening, auction table (with Cindy), Pop of Color.  
An ambassador for each table as the face of volunteerism would be a good way to encourage 
volunteers.  

 
 Leanna and Lynette will do the Candyland Carnival event again. They will need a sign-up as 

well. They is no follow-though of volunteering requirements of each family. This is based on the 
number of families. There should be an honor roll of the best volunteers.  

 
 

7. Community Engagement Through Music    Rebecca Silva (10 minutes) 
 
 

A friend of Rebecca’s is a songwriter and parent of 2 kids. He partners with teachers to integrate 
music and songwriting with current curriculum, such as the history curriculum. He interviews the 
students and then writes a song with the piano with students singing. Mr Uberhengen is working 
with a music foundation to do something similar. The topics include feelings, mindfulness. This 
new program could enhance the K-2 curriculum.  
èMr Stafford will correspond with him. He would come in 2-3 times a month. We could connect 
with PEF to expand the music program to the Kindergarten grade. 

 
8. Shelli 

 
Shauna presented an email from Shelli Murphy to discuss a future PTO board item: 
Endorsement and financial support of ‘Political action’. It might be a good idea to put into place 
a line item for this. This came about since the current PTO board recently verbally endorsed 
measure O, but did not approve of donating money. If we add a line item to the budget, where it 
is transparent about where the money should go to, it may be okay. However, it would be 
potentially difficult to add it as a line item, from a financial point of view.  
èThere should be an action item for the next meeting. 

 
9. Last meeting June 7th, 2018.     Shauna Koperski (2 min) 

   For the next meeting, there will be a potluck. 
 

Officers’ Reports (4 minutes Reports) 
1. Co-Presidents – Mary Bier April 24th overview, Aloha Week  Shauna 
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Mary Bier is willing to continue to work with Cabrillo school. Her educational events should be promoted 
by teachers to parents. 

 
Staff appreciation week is next week. 
 

2. Treasurer – updated report       Rebecca and Liz R. 
See reports attached. 
 

The last day for reimbursement is June 16th. The Graduation reimbursements will have a few 
more days to get the reimbursements in. One can scan the receipt and expense reimbursement 
form, and send it to the treasurers’ email. For receipts from Amazon, one should give the receipt 
indicating that the item was DELIVERED. 

 
Library budget – PTO board approved $5000 extra for their budget. We have not designated the 
funds as ‘restricted’ so that it can only be used for the library only. The PTO voted to dedicate 
the Readathon profits to the library budget, 

 
For the library, there was a lot of money from fundraisers and Scholastic, which totaled 
$12,1073 for library books. This is probably excessive. The $5000 PTO library budget could be 
diverted to the media portion of the library, such as the chromebooks. We could change the title 
of the line item to library and media so that the money can be spent on items other than books. 
Maybe the library fund should go under the technology item. It would be good to get a list of the 
books bought under Scholastic. The state will pick up more of the technology piece. The library 
space is currently occupied by desktops, which will be redundant in a few years. 
èPTO will vote on this at the next meeting. 

 
Budget is looking good so far. 

 
3. VP Fundraising Chairs – Longboards recap, pancake breakfast Leanna (10 min) 

 
The Longboards event was not as successful as expected. The attendance was low, but it was 
a lot of fun. It might be moved to the fall for next year. This is a social more than a fundraiser. 
The teacher appreciation basket auction will not be included. It might be better to have a family 
social rather than an adult social.   

 
Bingo will be postponed from June 8th to the fall. 

 
Angelique proposes a calendar with all events listed for the school year so that planning would 
be better. We can use the Teamsnap or Shutterfly calendars. However, we already have a 
community calendar on the website. We can add links to the calendar. 

 
Revisit the texting app would be useful.  

 
The PTO fundraiser chairs could be more communal. The Oceana market owner would be 
happy to have a carnival event in their parking lot for all PSD schools. We could revisit this. 
Communication is key to plan PSD school events so that there are no overlap issues.  

 
 

4. VP Lower Grade Liaisons      Gabi 
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Nothing to report except for teacher appreciation week. Next year, the teachers will pick their 
liaisons earlier. The volunteer survey will be sent by May 31 

 
 

5. VP Upper Grade Liaisons       Ashley and Brad 
 

Graduation planning is going well.  
 
 

6. VP Visual & Performing Arts      Stan Martin 
 

Transitioning for next year. Gabi is looking for someone to fill her spot. The Creative arts training 
should be held before Labor day since Cabrillo is starting a week earlier. Back to school night is 
proposed to be 23rd August (or the 30th).    

 
 

7. VP Program Enhancement      Suzanne 
Not present. 

 
 

8. VP Volunteer Coordinator      Angelique 
The survey will be sent tonight or tomorrow morning. 
 
The plan is to send this out to the whole school. The liaisons will also distribute. There will be 
popsicle social for the grade level with the most participation. 
Field day is June 7th. 

 
Committee’s Reports 
 
 
New Business for Action and/or Discussion Items 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:25pm 
 

 


